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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1. This communication is in response to the amendment submitted August 13, 2008. Claims 1 - 9 
and 12 - 20 are amended. Claims 27 - 32 are cancelled. Claims 1 - 26 are presented for examination. 

Drawings 

2. The objection to the drawings is hereby withdrawn based upon the amendment submitted August 
13, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The 35 USC 102 (b) rejections of claims 1, 5, 7, 12, 16, and 18 are hereby withdrawn base upon 
the amendment submitted August 13, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 - 5, 7, and 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
article entitled "WellMed Introduces Industry's First Comprehensive Personal Health Management System 
Including Online Health Record" (WellMed, Inc., Oregon, August 23, 1999. PR Newswire), hereinafter 
WellMed in view of Goodman (U.S. Patent Number 5,827,180). 

In regard to claim 1 (Currently Amended), WellMed teaches a computer-implemented 
communication method (paragraph 2) comprising: 
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• from each of a plurality of receiving users, receiving corresponding personal health message 
receiving criteria for determining messages to be received by that receiving user (paragraph 8 - 
where WellMed offers a patient the option to join a health improvement program such as smoking 
cessation), the corresponding personal health message receiving criteria for each user including 
health categories that are relevant to that receiving user (paragraph 8 - where users can receive 
data customized to their interest and condition); 

• from a transmitting user, receiving a message and personal health message transmitting criteria 
for directing the received message to other users (paragraph 9) where it describes allowing 
access to a school, new doctor, and more. WellMed fails to explicitly teach a method comprising 
the personal health message transmitting criteria including health categories that are relevant to 
the received message or to the transmitting user; 

• comparing the personal health message receiving criteria for each of the plurality of receiving 
users to the personal health message transmitting criteria to identify those users among the 
plurality of receiving users to whom the received message should be transmitted (paragraph 16 - 
where WellMed discloses a system in which patients with the same or similar conditions can be 
connected) ; and 

• transmitting the received message to the identified users among the plurality of receiving users 
(paragraph 16). 

Goodman teaches a method comprising the personal health message transmitting criteria including 
health categories that are relevant to the received message or to the transmitting user (column 10, lines 
29 - 36). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include a method comprising the personal health message transmitting criteria including 
health categories that are relevant to the received message or to the transmitting user as taught by 
Goodman, within the method of WellMed, with the motivation of providing a personal health network 
(column 2, lines 44 - 45). 
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In regard to claim 2 (Currently Amended), WellMed teaches the method of claim 1 in which the 
received message is transmitted to each identified receiving user without disclosing the identity of the 
receiving user to the transmitting user (paragraph 16). 

In regard to claim 3 (Currently Amended), WellMed teaches the method of claim 1 in which the 
identified receiving users include those for whom the personal health message receiving criteria include 
all of the personal health message transmitting criteria (paragraph 15). 

In regard to claim 4 (Currently Amended), WellMed teaches the method of claim 1 in which the 
identified receiving users include those for whom the personal health message receiving criteria include 
at least selected ones of the personal health message transmitting criteria (paragraph 6). 

In regard to claim 5 (Currently Amended), WellMed teaches the method of claim 1 wherein 
receiving corresponding personal health message receiving criteria from each of a plurality of receiving 
users includes receiving identifier of a health condition that relates to that receiving user and is selected 
from among predefined health conditions (paragraphs 8, 13, and 15). 

In regard to claim 7 (Currently Amended), WellMed teaches the method of claim 1 wherein 
receiving personal health message transmitting criteria includes receiving identifier of a health condition 
that relates to the transmitting user and is selected from among predefined health conditions (paragraphs 
8, 13, and 15). 

Computer readable medium claims 12-16 repeat the subject matter of method claims 1 - 5, and 7 as 
a set of apparatus elements rather than a series of steps. As the underlying elements of claims 1 - 5 and 
7 have been shown to be fully disclosed by the teachings of WellMed and Goodman in the above 
rejection of claims 1 - 5 and 7 it is readily apparent that the computer readable medium claims disclosed 
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by WellMed and Goodman perform the method steps. As such, the limitations of claims 12-16 are 
rejected for the same reasons given above for method claims 1-5 and 7, and incorporated herein. 



6. Claims 6, 8 - 1 1, 17, and 19 - 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over WellMed and Goodman, further in view of the article entitled "WellMed and Lexical Technology 
Announce Joint Development Agreement of Online Consumer Health Records," (PR Newswire. New 
York; Feb 18, 1999, Page 1), herein after Lexical. 

In regard to claim 6 (Currently Amended), WellMed and Goodman teach the method of claim 1. 
WellMed further teaches a method wherein receiving corresponding personal health message receiving 
criteria from each of a plurality of receiving users (paragraph 16) includes receiving identifier of a user- 
defined health condition that relates to that receiving user (paragraphs 8, 15, and 16). 

WellMed and Goodman fail to teach the method further including correlating the user-defined 
health condition with a health terminology thesaurus having concept unique identifiers that correspond to 
and provide uniform characterizations of the user-defined health condition. 

Lexical teaches a method further including correlating the user-defined health condition with a 
health terminology thesaurus having concept unique identifiers that correspond to and provide uniform 
characterizations of the user-defined health condition (paragraph 3). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a method further including correlating the user-defined health condition 
with a health terminology thesaurus having concept unique identifiers that correspond to and provide 
uniform characterizations of the user-defined health condition as taught by Lexical, within the method of 
WellMed and Goodman with the motivation of providing a usable search tool for personal online health 
information (paragraph 7). 
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In regard to claim 8 (Currently Amended), WellMed and Goodman teach the method of claim 1. 
WellMed and Goodman fail to teach a method wherein receiving personal health message transmitting 
criteria includes receiving identifier of a user-defined health condition that relates to the transmitting user, 
the method further including correlating the user-defined health condition with a health terminology 
thesaurus. 

Lexical teaches a method wherein receiving personal health message transmitting criteria 
includes receiving identifier of a user-defined health condition that relates to the transmitting user, the 
method further including correlating the user-defined health condition with a health terminology thesaurus 
(paragraph 3). 

The motivation to combine the teachings of WellMed and Lexical is discussed in the rejection of 
claim 6, and incorporated herein. 

In regard to claim 9 (Currently Amended), WellMed and Goodman teach the method of claim 1. 
WellMed further discloses comprising obtaining from each receiving user and the transmitting user 
personal health-related information about the that user, the health-related information including one or 
more health-related terms that each corresponds to a health-related concept (paragraphs 8, 15, and 16); 
and correlating with a health terminology thesaurus each of the one or more health-related terms with a 
single concept unigue identifier that uniguely identifies a corresponding health-related concept, each 
concept unigue identifier having associated with it one or more terms corresponding to a common health- 
related concept, ones of the terms being lay medical terms and not clinical medical terms (paragraph 3). 

In regard to claim 10 (Original), WellMed and Goodman teach the method of claim 9. Goodman 
further teaches a method in which computer implementation of the method employs a client computer and 
a server computer that are interconnected by a computer network the method further comprising: 
• providing at the client computer a user interface with which each user provides the personal 
health-related information about the user, the health-related information being defined by one or 
more health-related terms (column 13, lines 3 - 55) - Goodman teaches a method in which the 
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health related information is relayed to a host computer as well as supplemental user information 
(i.e. doctor appointment, medication); 

• transmitting the personal health-related information about the user over the computer network to 
the server computer, (column 1 3, lines 3 - 55); and 

• correlating each of the one or more health-related terms with a single concept unique identifier at 
the server computer (column 8, lines 37 - 63). 

WellMed and Goodman fail to teach a method comprising the server computer storing the health 
terminology thesaurus. 

Lexical teaches a method comprising the server computer storing the health terminology thesaurus 
(paragraph 3). 

The motivation to combine the teachings of WellMed, Goodman, and Lexical is discussed in the 
rejection of claim 6, and incorporated herein. 

In regard to claim 1 1 (Original), WellMed teaches the method of claim 10 in which the computer 
network includes the Internet (paragraphs 5 and 18). 

Computer readable medium claims 1 7 and 1 9 - 22 repeat the subject matter of method claims 6 and 
8-11 as a set of apparatus elements rather than a series of steps. As the underlying elements of claims 
6 and 8-11 have been shown to be fully disclosed by the teachings of Goodman in the above rejection of 
claims 6 and 8-11 it is readily apparent that the computer readable medium claims 17 and 19-22 
disclosed by Goodman perform the method steps. As such, these limitations for claims 17 and 19-22 
are rejected for the same reasons given above for method claims 6 and 8-11 and incorporated herein. 

7. Claims 23 - 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goodman in view 
of WellMed. 
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In regard to claim 23 (Original), Goodman teaches a computer-readable medium (column 7, lines 

60 -65). 

Goodman fails to teach a data structure comprising: personal health message receiving criteria 
associated with receiving users for determining messages to be received from other users who conform 
to the personal health message receiving criteria, the personal health message receiving criteria including 
personal or health characteristics relating to the receiving users; and personal health message 
transmitting criteria associated with transmitting users for directing a selected message to other users 
whose personal health message receiving criteria conform to the personal health message transmitting 
criteria, the personal health message transmitting criteria including personal or health characteristics 
relating to the transmitting users. 

WellMed teaches a data structure comprising: personal health message receiving criteria 
associated with receiving users for determining messages to be received from other users who conform 
to the personal health message receiving criteria, the personal health message receiving criteria including 
personal or health characteristics relating to the receiving users (paragraphs 8 and 16); and personal 
health message transmitting criteria associated with transmitting users for directing a selected message 
to other users whose personal health message receiving criteria conform to the personal health message 
transmitting criteria, the personal health message transmitting criteria including personal or health 
characteristics relating to the transmitting users (paragraphs 8 and 16). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a data structure comprising: personal health message receiving criteria 
associated with receiving users for determining messages to be received from other users who conform 
to the personal health message receiving criteria, the personal health message receiving criteria including 
personal or health characteristics relating to the receiving users; and personal health message 
transmitting criteria associated with transmitting users for directing a selected message to other users 
whose personal health message receiving criteria conform to the personal health message transmitting 
criteria, the personal health message transmitting criteria including personal or health characteristics 
relating to the transmitting users as taught by WellMed, within the structure of Goodman, with the 
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motivation of providing online tools that simplify the access and control of health or medical information 
(paragraph 6). 

In regard to claim 24 (Original), Goodman teaches the data structure of claim 23 in which one or 
more of the personal health message receiving criteria and the personal health message transmitting 
criteria are correlated with concept unique identifiers that uniquely identify health-related characteristics 
(column 8, lines 37 - 63). 

In regard to claim 25 (Original), Goodman teaches the data structure of claim 24 in which each 
concept unique identifier includes numeric characters (column 6, lines 16 - 42). 

In regard to claim 26 (Original), Goodman teaches the data structure of claim 24 in which each 
Concept unique identifier includes alpha-numeric characters (column 6, lines 16 - 42). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed August 13, 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant's arguments will be addressed herein below in the order in which they appear in the 
response filed August 13, 2008. 

In response to the applicant argument, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner has applied 
new passages and new citations to amended claims 1 - 5, 7, and 12-16. The Examiner notes that the 
amended limitations were not in the previously pending claims as such; Applicant's remarks with regard 
to the application of WellMed and Goodman to the amended limitations are addressed in the above Office 
Action. 

In response to the applicant argument, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner has applied 
new prior art to the amended claims 6,8-11,17, and 19 -22. The Examiner notes that the amended 
limitations were not in the previously pending claims as such; Applicant's remarks with regard to the 
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application of We 1 1 Med and Goodman to the amended limitations are moot in light of the addition of the 
Lexical reference. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to KRISTINE K. RAPILLO whose telephone number is (571)270-3325. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 6:30 am to 4 pm Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Luke 
Gilligan can be reached on 571-272-6770. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

KKR 

/C Luke Gilligan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3626 



